
Name: ___________________________________________  LIT # _____ 

 

“Exploring the Human Condition” ~ Quarter 3 Book Review 
 

According to the introduction of Starry Rift; Tales of New Tomorrows, science fiction, “like all 

fiction, [is] about its own time.  It’s about the world we live in ~ what we think and feel about 

it, and how we think or fear it might change in the coming years.” It is a statement about the 

human condition. In fact, Damien Walter, writer for the Pulitzer Prize winning website 

www.theguardian.coms , writes that “science fiction marks the point where the artistic project 

to understand the human condition meets the scientific project to transform it.” 

 

For this book review, you are being asked to observe and explain the 

human condition in your novel and to note how technology may or may 

not have contributed to that condition. Then, using your imagination and 

creativity, invent a believable new technology that could change the 

human condition in your novel. Explain the new technology’s function 

and purpose and how it would significantly transform the human condition 

for the better or worse in your novel. Explain why you would create that 

technology. Then explain how the characters would react to that new 

technology, and why. 
 

 

Earned       self  [possible points]  

_______    _____ [   5]……..Title/ Author 

_______    _____ [ 10]…......Summary /Characters / Setting /accuracy 

_______    _____ [ 10]……. Insightful explanation of the human condition/ proof/citation 

_______    _____ [   5]…….Explanation of the role of technology in the novel 

_______    _____ [ 15] …....Logic/reason/creativity of  invention to transform human condition 

_______    _____ [ 10] …….Explanation of function & purpose of the new technology /why this invention 

_______    _____ [ 10] …….Explanation of characters’ reactions to this technology / why 

_______    _____ [ 20] …….Art/ full color/ neat/ your name/invention name/ Lit number 

_______    _____  [ 15] …… Mechanics/ neatness /completeness/ typed 12 pt font, 1.5 spacing, Times NR 

 

 

_______   _____  [100]…….Total points 

_______   _____  [   3] …….Bonus points for TYPING [first copy & paste prompts from Homework page] 

 

 

http://www.theguardian.coms/


4. Draw your invention here: Full color required. Do not use markers! 

INVENTION NAME: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Your name: _______________________________________  LIT# ______ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Your name: ______________________________________________  LIT # _____ 

Title of novel: ___________________________________________ 

Author: ________________________________________________ 

 

1. Provide a plot summary that includes a mini description of the main characters (must include ending). Then, 

explain the human condition in your novel and provide proof with a citation from the text.  Be sure you also 

explain the setting of your book and its impact on the condition of the characters’ lives.  Finally, clarify how or 

if technology also influences this condition. 
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2. Invent a new technology that you would choose to introduce in your novel.  Explain what the technology 

would be and how it would transform the human condition. Explain why you would choose to introduce this 

technology to the characters in this novel. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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3. The new technology: What it is called? ________________________________________________________  

How would the characters react to this new technology, and why? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. USING the space provided on the back of the first page, neatly DRAW YOUR INVENTION/full color. 


